[image: C:\Users\ggriffiths\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\XGVA47LC\COM1533_Project_ABLE_comps_4.png]

Please Fund the HIV/AIDS/Hepatitis C Line Item (4512-0103) at $35.2 M for FY 2017!
· 20,911 people are living with HIV/AIDS in Mass. while 4,200 more are unaware they are infected.
· 200,000 people are living with Hepatitis C (HCV) in Mass. and thousands are unaware they are infected.
· African-Americans and Hispanics are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. 
	
Investment in HIV/AIDS prevention and care saves lives and money. It is estimated that for every dollar invested, the state saves four dollars in near-term health care costs. Since 1999, new HIV diagnoses in Massachusetts have declined by 41%, which means that the state has saved more than $1.7 billion.
While once steadily declining, the number of new HIV infections has plateaued over the last several years in Massachusetts. We have the tools to reduce new infections further. Renewed investment in Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP), is vital in preventing new infections.
Project ABLE requests a $2.1 million increase to the line item (4512-0103) for a total of $35.2M to prevent new HIV and HCV infections and better care for people living with HIV, AIDS, and HCV. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Specifically, $2.1 million could fund: 
· HCV Prevention, Screening, Surveillance: The FY 2015 state budget requires that DPH implement and maintain a program to reduce the spread of new infections through education, outreach, and prevention services. The program was never funded.

· HIV Prevention: Education and outreach is needed to expand the use of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), anti-viral medication taken by non-infected individuals that offers significant protection from the virus. A dramatic decrease in new infections would result.

· HIV/AIDS Support Services: Supportive services are needed for the growing population of people living with HIV/AIDS, such as transportation, case management, and nutrition programs that keep people living independently in their homes and dramatically reduce transmission of the virus.

Getting to ZERO infections in Massachusetts is possible with investment in programs that work!
 For more information, contact at HIVProjectABLE@aol.com or call 617.797.8488
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